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If you are like me, you have the pleasure
of living on a tree-lined street.  So like
me, you may ask yourself this question
when the leaves start to fall in front of
your home, “Whose tree is this
anyway?”  
 
The answer to this question may seem a
critically important one when those
aches in your back creep up while you
are raking and picking up leaves.  The
truth is… it really doesn’t matter.   
 
There is a tree in front of my home
(technically it is more in front of my
neighbor’s home).  It could be argued
that the tree isn’t mine and therefore I
shouldn’t have to pick up the leaves.  I
could allow the leaves to stay on the
sidewalk and create a slippery hazard
when it rains.   
 
What would happen if someone slipped 
on the leaves while walking just between 
my home and my neighbor’s home? 
Would that person care that technically 
the tree is on my neighbor’s property? I 

know I wouldn’t.  That being said, I do 
not think it is worth it to risk someone 
being hurt just to make a point.   

 
At the end of the day, whether it is my
neighbor’s tree or mine, we both have to
live there…right? So, when the leaves
begin to fall, I’ll be out there picking
them up.  But I won’t be alone.  Some
days it will be me and other days it will
be my neighbor.  Is it fair? Some may
say no, but this isn’t about being fair.
It’s about being neighborly.  
 
So, if you are faced with a similar
situation, remind yourself that you are
more than just “the person that lives next
door”.  You are a neighbor.  It takes us
all sharing in the work to make our
homes, streets, and neighborhoods the
clean and safe places we want them to
be.   
 

Michelle Nusum McEachern
Executive Director
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Coppin Heights Community Development Corporation’s 
 

1st Annual Financial Literacy and Career Fair 
“Get Your Money Straight in 2008” 

 
October 25, 2008 • 10 AM to 2 PM 

 
Coppin State University 

Dining and Meeting Hall, 2500 West North Avenue 
 

To Register or for exhibitor information, call Ms. Igyor at 443-984-3766 or 410-951-3622 
 

Senator Catherine E. Pugh will give the opening address. 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Credit & Credit Reports/”Your Credit & Why It Is Important” 
Danielle Thorn, State Employees Credit Union of Maryland (SECU) 

 
Predatory Lending/”Avoiding Credit Traps” 

Dominique Clark, Coppin Heights Community Development Corporation 
 

Becoming a Homeowner “Your Credit, Your Home, Your Future” 
Michelle McKiver, Neighborhood Housing Services of Baltimore 

 
Resume Writing and Interviewing Tips 

TBD, Baltimore City Mayor’s Office of Employment Development 
 

SAMPLING OF EXHIBITORS 
 

M&T Bank $ SECU of Maryland $ Harbor Bank $ Advanced Reality 
The Chimes $ Goodwill Industries/Bon Secours $ South Baltimore Learning Center  

Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition Baltimore City Office of Employment Development 
Great Oak Lending $ Neighborhood Housing Services of Baltimore  

  
RAFFLE PRIZES!! GIVEAWAYS!! 

 

 
HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS ALLOWS YOU TO BUY IN  
COPPIN HEIGHTS AT AN ALL TIME LOW!! 
 
This is an ideal time to purchase in Coppin Heights!  Through our Healthy Neighborhoods Loan Program, you 
can purchase a 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath, brick home with covered front porch and rear yard with a 30-year, fix-
rate loan at less than 5%.   
 
Call Ms. Clark today for more information, 443-984-3766 or email dclark_chcdc@yahoo.com  
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IT IS NOT TOO LATE!! 
YOUR “LITTLE LADY” CAN STILL JOIN  

OUR GIRL SCOUTS TROOP!  

 
 

COPPIN HEIGHTS GIRL SCOUTS TROOP 
Serving girls in West Baltimore in grades K- 6 

 
Weekly meetings will be held every Tuesday  

from 6PM – 7PM in the Community Room at Calverton 
Elementary/Middle School, 1100 Whitmore Avenue 

 
For more information,  

call Ms. Clark at 443-984-3766 or  
visit our office in the Community Wing at Calverton 

Middle School 

Coppin Heights Community Development 
Corporation’s 

 

ATLANTIC CITY BUS TRIP 
Proceeds will support community improvement activities. 

 
 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 
8am – 8pm 

 
BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY AND SAVE! 

$30 (BEFORE OCTOBER 1) / $35 (AFTER OCTOBER 1) 
CASINO: RESORT   BONUS: $26 BACK! 

 
Board the bus at Easterwood Park Recreation Ctr., 1530 N. 
Bentalou Street.  Continental breakfast served on the bus.  

Seating is limited. First Come - First Served 
Call 443-984-3766 or 410-951-3622 

 
Casino bonus subject to change without notice.   

Bonus packages only available to person 21 years of age or older.   
Must have ID. 

 

WELCOME! 
CHCDC would like to welcome Mr. 

Cordell Hunter, our newest employee!  
Mr. Hunter will serve as Program 
Coordinator for our RoadMap to 

Financial Freedom Program. 

RESIDENT SURVEY 
WINNER!! 

 
Ms. Yvette Johnson of the 1700 block of 

Ruxton Avenue whose quick response to our 
resident survey earned her a  

$25 Target Gift Card! 
Congratulations!!

 
 

MONTHLY BLOCK MEETINGS 
 
Your Healthy Neighborhoods Coordinator, Ms. 
Dominique Clark wants to see you! 
 

3rd Wednesday 
1500 – 1800 Blocks of Moreland Avenue 
1600 – 1800 Blocks of Ruxton Avenue 

 
3rd Thursday 

900 – 1800 Blocks of North Bentalou Street 
 
Meeting Location:  Easterwood Park Recreation 
Center, 1530 N. Bentalou Street 
 

Call to confirm your attendance at 
443-984-3766 or 410-951-3622 

SENIOR CORNER 
  

Helping People Over 65 Preserve Sight 
The Seniors EyeCare Program ensures that every 
senior has access to medical eye care and promotes 
annual, dilated eye exams. It raises awareness 
about age-related eye disease, including cataracts, 
provides free eye care educational materials and 
facilitates access to eye care—at no out-of-pocket 
cost. 
 
Qualifications 
The Seniors EyeCare Program is designed for 
people who: 
 Are US citizens or legal residents 
 Age 65 and older  
 Have not seen an ophthalmologist in 3 or more 

years  
 Do not belong to an HMO or the VA  

 
To determine if you, a family member or friend 
qualify for a referral through this program, call 
800-222-EYES (3937) toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year. 
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AFFORDABLE HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
FROM  

COPPIN HEIGHTS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

BRAND NEW HOMES 
2777, 2779, & 2781 West North Avenue  

(Walking Distance to Coppin State University) 
 

Monthly Payment (including Principal, Interest, Taxes, and Insurance):  $1,035.00* 
 

FEATURES: 3BR/1.5BA, Porch front homes with Full walk-out basement and parking pad in rear.  NEW 
furnace, hot water heater, plumbing, and more! Open floor plan, Master Bedroom Suite with oversized 
closet, Powder Room on first Floor! Optional finished lower level would make an excellent fourth bedroom, 
family room, or den.  Apply now and your home can be customized! Call 443-984-3766 or 410-
951-3622 to schedule an appointment. 
 
*Monthly Payment is estimated based on current Interest Rate and is subject to change. 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

DO YOUR OWN INSPECTION  
WHEN BUYING YOUR NEW HOME? 

What Should You Look for When Walking through a Home? 
 
• Is there enough room for both the present and the future? 
• Are there sufficient bedrooms and bathrooms? 
• Is the house structurally sound? 
• Do the mechanical systems and appliances work? 
• Is the yard big enough? 
• Do you like the floor plan? 
• Will your furniture fit in the space? Is there enough storage space? (Bring a tape measure to better answer 

these questions.) 
• Does anything need to be repaired or replaced? Will the seller repair or replace the items? 
• Imagine the house in good weather and bad and also in each season. Will you be happy with it all year round? 

Thinking of buying a home? 
Attend one of our FREE HOMEBUYER Workshops 

(Facilitated by a licensed Real Estate Agent) 
 

When: 
2nd Tuesday of the Month, beginning October 14th 
Where: 
Coppin Heights Community Office (inside Calverton Elementary/Middle School), 1100 Whitmore 
Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21216 
Time: 
6PM – 7PM 
 
Find Out: 
 What you need to purchase a home? 
 How to prepare for the credit application? 
 Grants & other resources to assist with closing costs. 

 
Pre-register by calling 443-984-3766. 
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ARE YOU READY TO VOTE? 
10 IMPORTANT FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW! 

MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
www.elections.state.md.us 

 
1. I am not registered or I have not voted in the past couple of elections. Can I register now? 
 
YES! You should register now so that you will be ready to vote in the General election November 4, 
2008.   
 
The deadline to register for the November 4th Presidential Election is October 14, 2008.  
 
2. What should I do if I moved to another county within the State or to Baltimore City? 
 
You should provide your new address to the local board of elections in your new jurisdiction.  
 
3.  How do I update my voter registration? 
 
You must notify the local board of elections where you currently live if your voter registration information has 
changed. If you complete a change of address form at the MVA, this information will be sent to your local board 
of elections for processing, unless you indicate that you do not want to change your voter registration 
information. You can also send changes on a voter registration application or on any other signed written notice. 
If you do not receive a Voter Notification Card with your updated information three weeks after you submit 
information, you should contact the local board of elections where you now live to ensure that your records are 
up-to-date.  
 
4. Restoration of Voting Rights in Maryland  
 
Can my voting rights be restored in Maryland if I have previously been convicted of a felony? 
Effective, July 1, 2007, if you have been convicted of a felony and have completed serving a court-ordered 
sentence of imprisonment, including any term of parole or probation for the conviction, you are eligible to 
register to vote.  You do not qualify to register to vote if you have been convicted of buying or selling votes.  
 
5. Voting Rights for 17 Year Olds  
 
An individual who is 17 years old may vote in the 2008 Presidential Election, provided:  
·    The individual will be 18 years old on or before November 4, 2008 (the date of the Presidential General 
Election); and  
·    The individual is registered to vote and is affiliated with the Democratic or Republican Party.  
 
6. Students enrolled in a Maryland institutions of higher education.   
 
To register to vote in Maryland , you must:  
 
• be a U.S. Citizen;  
• be a Maryland resident;  
• be at least 18 years old by the next general election;  
• not be under guardianship for mental disability;  
• not have been convicted of buying or selling votes; or  
• have completed serving a court-ordered sentence of imprisonment, including any term of parole or probation 

for the conviction.  
 
To be considered a Maryland resident, your domicile must be in Maryland. Your domicile is the place 
that you consider to be your 'official' or 'permanent' home, even though it may be different from the 
place where you are actually living on a short-term or temporary basis. Your domicile will ordinarily be the 
address you use most frequently on tax returns or other government documents, driver's license, bank 
accounts, charge accounts, for insurance purposes, and so forth.  

Continued on next page 7 
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NEW LOAN PROGRAMS FOR NOT-SO-PERFECT CREDIT  
Purchase • Refinance • Home Improvement 

 
Coppin Heights Community Development Corporation has partnered with Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Baltimore to bring you access to consumer-friendly mortgage loan products that will meet your needs.  NHS of 
Baltimore’s housing counselors, home improvement specialists and loan officers are well equipped to provide 
consultation and services for a wide array of credit and financial issues.  A summary of their products are loan listed 
below.  For more information or immediate assistance, call Ms. Clark at 443-984-3766 or 410-951-3622 
 

Neighborhood Housing Services of Baltimore Loans Products 
   

 Home Purchase 
Are you a first time homebuyer and need assistance getting a mortgage you can afford?  
NHS of Baltimore offers several fair, responsible and flexible loan options. 

 Home Improvement 
Do you need financial assistance for routine maintenance or major renovations to your home? 
NHS of Baltimore can help.  

 Mortgage Refinance Looking to refinance into a more affordable, less risky mortgage with better terms?  
NHS of Baltimore offers several options that can get you out from under your current 
mortgage and back on track with financial stability.  

 Foreclosure 
Prevention Are you delinquent on your mortgage payments or at risk for foreclosure? Are you a victim of 

the recent sub-prime mortgage and lending crisis? NHS of Baltimore is ready to help.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Cross Halloween  
Safety Tips for Kids and Adults 

 
 
With witches, goblins, and super-heroes descending 
on neighborhoods across America, the American 
Red Cross offers parents some safety tips to help 
prepare their children for a safe and enjoyable 
trick-or-treat holiday. Halloween should be filled 
with surprise and enjoyment, and following some 
common sense practices can keep events safer and 
more fun. 

• Walk, slither, and sneak on sidewalks, not in 
the street.  

VOLUNTEER/INTERN NEEDED 
Community Organizer 

Under the supervision of the Director of Programs, 
the Community Organizer will be responsible for 
implementing neighborhood education and 
improvement programs, engaging in coalition 
building, and mobilizing volunteers in order to 
spearhead block projects in conjunction with our 
Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative.  To apply or for 
more information, call Ms. Clark at 443-984-3766 or 
410-951-3622.   

• Look both ways before crossing the street to check 
for cars, trucks, and low-flying brooms.  

• Cross the street only at corners.  
• Don't hide or cross the street between parked cars.  
• Wear light-colored or reflective-type clothing so you 

are more visible. (And remember to put reflective 
tape on bikes, skateboards, and brooms, too!)  

• Plan your route and share it with your family. If 
possible, have an adult go with you.  

• Carry a flashlight to light your way.  
• Keep away from open fires and candles. (Costumes 

can be extremely flammable.)  
• Visit homes that have the porch light on.  
• Accept your treats at the door and never go into a 

stranger's house.  
• Use face paint rather than masks or things that will 

cover your eyes.  
• Be cautious of animals and strangers.  
• Have a grown-up inspect your treats before eating. 

And don't eat candy if the package is already opened. 
Small, hard pieces of candy are a choking hazard for 
young children.  

DON’T MISS OUR NEXT COMMUNITY 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

Open To All Residents 
 
Last Monday of Every Month from 5:30pm – 7:00pm 

Calverton Elementary/Middle School, Community 
Room, 1100 Whitmore Avenue 

 
Residents are invited to share issues, concerns, and 
offer solutions!! Your input in important to guiding 
our program and service development activities! 
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ARE YOU READY TO VOTE?, continued. 
 
As a student, you may register at your school address only if you consider this address to be your “official” or 
“permanent” home. That is, if you do not consider your parent’s home to be your home and do not intend to 
return there after school, your school address may be your residence. Before completing the voter registration 
application, please consider the address listed on the documents described above and, if you receive financial 
aid from another state or jurisdiction, you should verify with the appropriate authority whether changing your 
residency impacts your eligibility for financial aid.  
 
If you choose not to register in Maryland, you can find more information on the National Voter Registration form 
on the Election Assistance Commission website. If you wish to register to vote in Maryland, read the Maryland 
resident registration information.  
 
7. May I change parties? 
Yes, except after November 19, 2007. To change your party affiliation, submit a new voter registration 
application or a written request to your local board of elections. If you request a change in party affiliation after 
November 19, 2007, your request will be held at the local board of elections and processed when registration 
reopens after the Primary Election.  
 
8. How do I verify my registration? 
You are considered a registered voter when you receive your Voter Notification Card from your local board of 
elections. If you do not receive your card three weeks after you submit an application, you should contact your 
local board of elections.  
 
Registration is permanent as long as you continue to live in Maryland and keep your name and address current 
with your local board of elections. You do not have to re-register when you move within the State, but you must 
keep your address current.  
 
9. How do I apply if I am a non-Maryland resident? 
If you are not a Maryland resident, you may register to vote in your home state using the National Voter 
Registration Form.  
 
10. Absentee Voting: 2008 Presidential Elections  
Who may vote by absentee ballot? 
Any registered voter may vote by absentee ballot.  
 
Important Note: If you complete and submit this form, you must affirm on the oath that is returned with your 
voted ballot that you "will be absent or unable to vote in person in the election." If you will not be absent or are 
able to vote in person in the election, you should not complete and submit this form and should plan on voting 
at your polling place on Election Day.  
 
How do I request an absentee ballot for the 2008 Presidential Elections? 
You may request an absentee ballot by completing the Absentee Ballot Application (formulario y instrucciones 
disponibles también en español). To use this form, enter the required information, print the form, sign it, and 
send it to your local board of elections.  
 
A request for an absentee ballot for the 2008 Presidential Elections must be received by:  
 
4:30 p.m. on October 28, 2008, if the application is mailed; or 11:59 p.m. on October 28, 2008, if the 
application is faxed.  
 

HOME FOR SALE 
Healthy Neighborhoods Target Block 

 
1637 Moreland Avenue 

 
Nice 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath West Baltimore Townhome for sale.  
Walking distance to Coppin State University.  Seller will help 
with closing costs.  Offered at $114,000.  Call 410-935-4546 
or 410-624-3184.  
 

HOME FOR RENT 
Healthy Neighborhoods Target Block 

 
1646 Ruxton Avenue 

 
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath 

Hardwood Floors throughout!  
Loads of space! A must see!! 

 
301-439-9500

CLASSIFIEDS – To advertise here, call 443-984-3766 or 410-951-3622 
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Our kids’ favorite 
Christmas joke: 

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus? 
 
Claustrophobic! 

 

About Our 
Organization… 
 

We are seeking volunteers 
for our Events Planning 
Committee.  To sign up, 

call 443-984-3766 or send 
an email to 

chcdc@coppin.edu 

1100 Whitmore Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21216 

 
PHONE: 

(443) 984-3766 
 

VOICEMAIL: 
410-951-3622 

 
FAX: 

(410) 545-7849 
 

E-MAIL: 
chcdc@coppin.edu 

Greater Coppin Heights/Rosemont, 
a great place to live, work, and play! 

Coppin Heights Community Development Corporation (CHCDC) is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization established in 1995 by the Coppin State University Development Foundation to advance 
the broader community improvement/ neighborhood revitalization agenda of the Greater Coppin 
Heights/Rosemont Community.  CHCDC is dedicated to promoting the health and stability of the 
Greater Coppin Heights/ Rosemont community.  
 
Our Mission and Objectives 
Our mission is to be a catalyst for suitable and affordable housing for low to moderate income 
residents and to stimulate economic development within neighborhoods immediately adjacent to 
Coppin State University through the establishment of social, economic, educational and affordable 
housing development initiatives that collectively increase the stability and sustainability of our 
community.   
 
Our objectives are:  
(1) To raise the socio-economic and educational levels of community residents,  
(2) To expand economic development opportunities for community residents 
(3) To develop safe, decent, and affordable housing.    
 

Coppin Heights Community 
Development Corporation 

1100 Whitmore Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21216 

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

BECOME A MEMBER OF CHCHC 
 

The Coppin Heights CDC is a membership organization which gives community residents a chance to become involved 
in the future of Greater Coppin Heights/Rosemont.  Members are kept informed of CDC events and activities, are 
invited to attend our Steering Committee meetings and provide input and guidance on CDC outreach activities.   CDC 
members can also volunteer to serve on a committee or to assist with a CDC project. If you would like to become a 
member, visit or office or request that a member form be mailed to your home. Membership is just $5 per year and 
open to anyone who lives or works in Greater Coppin Heights/Rosemont and is 18 years of age or older.  


