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In  January, the CSU Middle States Steering 

Committee submitted the Collegeôs self-Study 

Report to the Middle States Commission on 

Higher Education.  This document has been 

forwarded to members of the Visiting Team, 

who will visit CSU April 13-16, 2008 to 

access the quality of the institutionôs 

instruction services, and offerings.  Team 

Chair Dr. Edison O. Jackson, President, 

Medgar Evers College will lead the visitation 

process  and his 10 member team will meet 

with various College groups during their stay 

including the Board of Trustees, the 

Executive Council, and the student 

body.  The University community is 

urged to make every effort to attend any 

open events scheduled with the Visiting 

Team.  Open simulcast meetings for 

faculty, staff and administrators are 

currently being scheduled.  Time and 

locations will be announced when these 

plans are finalized. 

The University community may access 

the final Self-Study report posted online 

at the URL highlighted below.  Printed 

copies are available at the campus library and 

campus deanôs offices and at all academic 

chairs and campus activities offices.  This 

document is the culmination of extraordinary 

efforts made by hundreds of individuals, 

including the Working Groups and members 

of the faculty, administration and student 

body.   

Middle States Team Visit Scheduled From April 13-16, 2008 

DATE ACTIVITY 

January 2008 Final Self-Study written and printed  |  Self-Study mailed to Middle 

States Commission on Higher Education 

March 7, 2008 Self -Study Report and pertinent campus documents were  mailed to 

MSA Review Team and Chair 

March 2008 Campus Forums & College-wide Information Campaign 

April 13, 2008 Welcome Reception for Middle States Review Team and Coppin State 

University key staff, administrators 

April 14, 2008 Team begins meetings/interviews of key staff/administrators 

April 15, 2008 Team  meetings/interviews of key staff/administrators 

April 16, 2008 Dr. Edison O. Jackson will conduct MSA accreditation exit interview 

with President Avery and key staff/administrators 

June 2008 Middle States Final Recommendations 

Middle States Recent and Upcoming Activities Timeline  
Spring 2008 
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Accreditation éWeõre all a part of it! 

within our self study.  The team will also 

meet with selected individuals and 

groups within CSU to discus questions 

that may arise during their review of our 

self-study report. 

 

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED WITH 

THE SITE -VISIT?  

The site-visit team will ask to meet with 

specific persons during their campus 

visit.  For all others, there will be 

opportunities to meet with site-visit team 

members at one of their open meetings.  

At these open meetings, the visitors will 

invite your comments and suggestions 

about any aspect of your experience at 

Coppin State University. 

 

 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE 

SITE-VISIT?  

The site-visit team will produce a report 

of their findings and submit a 

recommendation to the Middle States 

Commission on Higher Education 

regarding Coppinôs accreditation status.  

The Middle States Commission on 

Higher Education will vote on Coppinôs 

accreditation status sometime this 

summer.   

Faculty, staff or students, no matter what 

your role on campus, everyone plays a 

role in the re-accreditation process of 

Coppin State University! 

 

WHAT IS ACCREDITATION?  

Accreditation is a process by which an 

institutionôs formal educational activities 

are evaluated against criteria established 

by the accrediting agency.  This includes 

a broad study of university governance 

and administration, financial stability, 

admissions and student personnel 

services, institutional resources, student 

academic achievement, institutional 

effectiveness, and relationships with 

constituencies inside and outside the 

institution.  In the United States, 

institutions of higher education are 

accredited by a nongovernmental peer 

review process, and institutions 

participate voluntarily.  Accreditation 

does not rank institutions or programs. 

 

WHAT IS MIDDLE STATES?  

Middle States is a shorthand reference for 

the Middle States Commission on Higher 

Education.   The Council on Higher 

Education Accreditation and the U.S. 

Department of Education recognize 

Middle States as one of several regional 

accreditation authorities.  Middle States 

accredits institutions in Delaware, the 

District of Columbia, Maryland, New 

Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto 

Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and several 

locations abroad. 

 

IS COPPIN STATE UNIVERSITY 

CURRENTLY ACCREDITED?  

Yes. CSUôs current institutional 

accreditation is in effect through mid-

2008. 

 

H O W  O F T E N  I S  T H E 

ACCREDITATION REVIEW DONE?  
General reviews of 

accreditation status 

are conducted at least 

once every 10 years.  

The last review 

occurred in AY 1997-

98. 

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR 

F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E 

REACCREDITATION PROCESS? 

There are two major components to 

the reaccreditation process: 

 

First, CSU must prepare and submit a 

wide ranging self-study document 

which evaluates CSU against the 

accreditation criteria established by 

the Middle States Commission on 

Higher Education. 

 

Second, CSU will host a team of 

visitors from the Middle States 

Commission on Higher Education 

from April 13-16, 2008.  At this site 

visit the team will investigate the 

evidence presented in the self-study, 

meet with faculty, students, and staff, 

and make recommendations. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS DURING THE 

SITE-VISIT?    

A 10-member team, consisting of 

faculty and administrators from other 

universities, will represent the Middle 

States Commission on Higher 

Education during a visit to CSU on 

April 13-16, 2008.  Team members 

are now evaluating our self-study 

report, and they will be coming to 

campus to verify the information 

contained within our self-study.  To do 

this, they will review various reports, 

data and other documents that have 

been gathered to support the findings 


