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From the Deanôs Deské.. 

SPS Student Ambassadors Debut New Uniform 

Greetings and welcome to the Spring, 2010 semester.  

We ended the Fall, 2009 semester with many exciting 

initiatives and we look forward to an exciting Spring, 

2010. Most notably School of Professional Studies 

initiatives included: 

ñLife After Coppin: Graduate School 101ò, an SPS 

series open to any CSU junior or senior designed to 

assist students interested in graduate school (page  12); 

~     An SPS External Advisory Board comprised of ten 

(10) members external to Coppin but integrally associ-

ated with each of the disciplines associated with SPS  

(page 1);  

~     A professionally dressed cadre of SPS Student 

Ambassadors  (page 1); 

~     The SPS Holiday Showcase, a professional recruit-

ment effort focused on establishing and maintaining 

advocates for SPS programs in addition to potential 

students for SPS programs (page 10).   

CSU Begins a Collegiate Section of the National Council of Negro Women, Inc  

~     An SPS Advisement  Fair 

designed to assure that all 

1000 students in SPS know 

their advisors and visit them at 

least every semester. 

~     An SPS Monthly School 

Meeting which featured  six 

(6) SPS Alumnae  Speakers 

(page 10). 

~     A new look for the SPS 

website.  Visit it at 

www.coppin.edu/professional_studies/  

On a personal note, I am most honored to be the founder 

of the CSU Collegiate Section of the National Council of 

Negro Women, Inc.  We started with 86 charter mem-

bers and weôre still growing.  It was a great Fall, 2009 

and we anticipate  an equally rewarding Spring 2010!! 

Coppin State University now boasts a Collegiate Section of the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. It 

was the dream of Dr. Dorothy I. Height to have a collegiate section of NCNW  at Coppin and the request of 

Representative Barbara Robinson for the section to be established.  Hence, the CSU Collegiate section of 

NCNW  has been  founded by Dr.  Beverly J. OôBryant, Dean of the School of Professional Studies, with 86 

Charter Members and co-advisors Dr. Shirley Newton-Guest and Dr. Claudia Nelson.  (Continued on page 9)  

Dr. Beverly J. OôBryant, Dean 

The SPS Student Ambas-

sadors debuted their new 

professional look at the 

SPS Holiday showcase in 

December.  Five students 

from every SPS depart-

ment represent SPS as 

ambassadors.  Their new 

formal attire features 

Coppin Blue blazers with 

the new SPS logo em-

broidered on the breast 

pocket, white dress 

shirts, black ties 

and black slacks/

skirts. Standing L 

to R: Emmanuel 

Arthur, Jeffery 

Faw, Eric Banks, 

Clarkson Fornishi, 

Paul Martin. Seated 

L-R: Charlotte 

Collins & Rhonda 

Warrington.   

http://www.coppin.edu/professional_studies/
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Applied Psychology  & Rehabilitation  

Counseling Departmental News  

SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (SPS)  (SPS) 

National Disability Awareness Month  

 
By Paul Martin, SRA Chapter President  

Dr. Rolande Murray  

Department Chair 

The members of the Student Rehabilitation Coun-

seling Association (SRA) at Coppin State Univer-

sity serve as a 

lifeline for stu-

dents with dis-

abilities and are in 

deed making a 

difference in the 

lives of individu-

als with disabili-

ties both on and 

off campus.  

By providing 

disability aware-

ness and leader-

ship in the 

community, 

members of 

the Student 

Rehabilitation 

Association are 

comprised of 

graduate and 

undergraduate 

students who 

are passionate 

about service 

and advocacy. 

Many of the 

organizationsô 

members are 

presently en-

gaged in a cross section of professional counseling 

issues that have proven to have a direct impact on 

their academic and professional careers.  

Participation in the SRA has given many of its 

members   a voice in advocating for policy and local 

issues that impact not only the disabled students at 

Coppin State University, but community members 

with disabilities as well. Coppin State Univer-

sityôs Student Rehabilitation Association is an 

organization committed to taking action on 

current 

issues 

affecting 

the field 

of Reha-

bilitation 

Counsel-

ing. The 

organiza-

tion takes 

pride in 

taking 

action on 

issues and 

executing 

events 

and ac-

tivities 

that produce a positive impact on members of 

the disabled community. During the Spring 

2009 semester, members of the SRA raised 

money and awarded book vouchers to two de-

serving students currently enrolled in the under-

graduate Rehabilitation Services program. Also, 

a qualifying student was the recipient of a me-

morial scholarship fund that was established in 

memory of the late Dr. Mark Buchanan, the 

grandfather of Masters program student Mark 

Buchanan. 

During the fall 2009 semester the SRA sponsored 

activities such as holiday food drives, fund rais-

ers, and advocacy events for students with dis-

abilities were held.  In addition, a week long 

sym-

posium during Disability Awareness Month was 

sponsored by 

CSU and the 

National Reha-

bilitation Coun-

seling Associa-

tion (NRCA), 

Dr. Penny Wil-

mering, CRC, 

LCPC, Associ-

ate Professor 

Rehabilitation 

Science Arkan-

sas University, 

and President of 

the NRCA was 

the guest speaker.  Dr. Wilmering provided a free 

workshop titled, Ethics and Professional 

Boundaries, which provided CEUs for the par-

ticipants. 

 If you are interested in becoming a member 

of the SRA, contact Mr. Paul Martin, Chapter 

President, at 410/245-0026 or the faculty advi-

sors:  Dr. Judith Kehe 410/951-6070 or Dr. Janet 

D. Spry 410/951-3514. 
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Coppin Connects Substance Abuse and Mental Health Task Force & Coalition  
By Dr. Ozietta Taylor 

Applied Psychology & Rehabilitation  
Counseling Departmental News  

Student Expresses Appreciation 

During my experience at Coppin, I have experienced many ups and downs. However there were some pro-

fessors that imparted words of wisdom to me and or just gave me a sense of encouragement to continue on  

that will help to guide me throughout the rest of studies, career, and life. 

 Professor John Hudgins (sociology)- inspired me to achieve my lifelong goal of becoming  a doctor and 

be a role model for my daughters and my community. 

 Professor Beverly Boston (math)- helped me to finally overcome my biggest fear, and once and for all 

defeat my math monster. 

 Professor Katherine Cameron (psychology)- opened my eyes to a career path I never knew existed.  She 

has become my mentor and friend. 

$85,000 Grant Awarded to School of Professional Studies  
Department of Psychology and Rehabilitation Counseling for 

HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis Awareness   
                                                   By Dr. Beverly J. OôBryant      

Dr. Janet   Spry 

 Co Chair 

Congratulations to the SPS Department of Ap-

plied Psychology and Rehabilitation Counseling  

for its receipt of an $85,000 grant from 

McFarland and Associates Inc. in conjunction 

with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA).  The grant 

will fund an initiative to fill significant gaps in 

HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis awareness within the 

CSU community and beyond through peer out-

reach.   

Dr. Rolande Murray and Dr. Judith Kehe in-

conjunction with the referral of Dean Beverly J. 

OôBryant, were the initiators of this highly com-

petitive grant which will educate targeted com-

munities about HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis aware-

ness. Through training the trainer modules, the 

grant will provide for peer-outreach for HIV, 

STDôs and Hepatitis.  

CSU was among eight Historically Black Insti-

tutions (HBI) selected to receive this grant and 

there is potential for continued funding in future 

cycles. 

 

On December 8, 2009, each mem-

ber of Coppin Connects Sub-

stance Abuse & Mental Health 

Task Force and Coalition offi-

cially received the Mayorôs Cer-

tificate of Recognition for their 

outstanding contribution in bring-

ing campus-wide awareness and 

solutions to the substance abuse 

and mental health issues facing 

students attending Coppin State 

University.  The members of Cop-

pin Connects were acknowledged 

for their valuable contributions to 

Coppin State University in a cele-

bratory event at the City View 

Restaurant on December 21, 2009. 

Dr. Taylor presented the Task 

Force with Mayorôs Certificate of 

Recognition for their outstanding 

dedication and commitment to 

Coppin State University. Denise T. Williams presented Dr. 

Taylor with an Appreciation Gift and Card from the Task 

Force for her leadership and expertise as the Task Force Ad-

visor. 

The task force, consisting of one faculty, one staff member 

and four students from the Master 

of Science Program in Alcohol 

and Substance Abuse Counseling 

within the SPS Department of 

Applied Psychology and Reha-

bilitation Counseling, first at-

tended the Lonnie Mitchell Be-

havioral Health Policy Academy 

in March, 2009.  The primary 

mission of Coppin Connects is to 

educate the student body about 

the hazards of alcohol abuse, 

illicit substance use, and prescrip-

tion misuse; while increasing 

awareness about the stressors 

leading to substance abuse, men-

tal or emotional distress. 

ñWe commit to a zero tolerance 

policy for alcohol and drug use 

on the campus of Coppin State 

University.ò  

Left to Right:  John T. Jones, Kenneth Grant, Denise Williams, Dr. 

Ozietta Taylor, Wayne Allen and Stephanie Vandervall 

Linnea Smith-Waters  

Left to Right:  Dr. Rolande Murray, Dr. Beverly 

J. OôBryant and Dr. Judith Kehe 



Communication  

Channel  
Check the SPS Website  

regularly.   

www.coppin.edu/professional_studies   
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Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement  
Departmental News  

Senator Ralph Hughes and Dr. Michael Berlin took part in a 

Round Table Presided over by Dr. Dilip K. Das on ñCriminal Justice 

Education and the Rule of Lawò at the American Society of Crimi-

nology in Philadelphia on November 4-7, 2009.  In addition, Dr. Das 

conducted a panel on Juvenile Justice and Law Enforcement during 

the same conference. 

Senator Hughes continue his role in the Governorôs Task Force 

on Correction. Dr. Berlin preside over a meeting of the Consortium 

of CJ Educators of Maryland .  Dr. Culliver is actively engaged in 

preparation of the Criminal Justice Day which promises to be a very 

exciting event on the campus in April 2010. 

Dr. Dilip Das published Crime and Terrorism in Global Per-

spective  (Rowman and Littlefield, New York ) in the month of No-

vember and, the Vol 10, Issue 4 of Police Practice and Research: An 

International Journal  (Taylor and, Francis, United Kingdom). 

Dr. Elizabeth Gray organize a fascinating lecture on History Of 

the FBI by Special Agent Sheridan on November 5, 2009.   

Dr. Michael M. Berlin and Dr. Dilip K. Das of the Department of 

Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement attended the 116th Annual 

Conference of the International Association of Chiefs of Police held in 

Denver, Colorado, October 3 - 7.  They were among more than 14,000 

law enforcement executives from around the United States and the 

world who attended the conference.  Keynote speakers included U.S. 

Attorney General, Eric Holder, FBI Director, Robert Muller, Secretary 

of Homeland Security, Janet Napolitano and Director of the U.S. Of-

fice of National Drug Control Policy R. Gil Kerlikowske.  Critical top-

ics addressed by the speakers included the impact of the recession on 

crime and law enforcement budgets; the need for improved police - 

community and interagency partnerships; the threats posed by crime, 

gangs and terrorism; the use of technology, intelligence and partner-

ships to fight these treats; treatment of drug addiction as a public 

health, as well as, a law enforcement problem; and the federal commit-

ment to state and local law enforcement.  In addition to the keynote 

speeches, over 150 educational sessions addressed detailed aspects of 

these and other topics.  Presenters included law enforcement leaders, 

members of the legal community, academics, public officials, policy advisors and private executives. 

A highlight of the conference for Dr. Berlin was the opportunity to meet and speak briefly with U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder.  

See photograph above.  Attorney General Eric Holder's legal career spans over 30 years and he is the first African American to hold 

the office of Attorney General.  Prior to becoming Attorney General, he served as an attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice, a 

judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, a  U.S. Attorney, Deputy Attorney General and spent several years in private 

practice.  Eric Holder is familiar with the problems of urban American and has demonstrated a commitment to civil rights, social 

justice, integrity and personal responsibility. 

Dr. Berlin also had the opportunity to attend a session by one of the pioneers of community policing, "Dr. George Kelling, a profes-

sor in the School of Criminal Justice at Rutgers University and fellow at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, whose 1982  

"Broken Windows" article with James Q. Wilson in Atlantic Monthly has had a national impact on community policing and 

"compstat". 

Dr. Michael Berlin & U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder 

116th Annual Conference of International Association of Chiefs of Police  
By Dr. Michael Berlin  

The October meeting of the Maryland Criminal Justice Con-

sortium of College Educators last meeting was held on Friday, 

October 30, 2009, on the Catonsville Campus of the Community 

College of Baltimore County.  The next meeting will be held Fri-

day, March 5, 2010, at Coppin State University.  

Besides, Dr. Berlin and I participated in the 115th Annual 

Meeting of the International Chiefs of Police in Denver, Colorado 

(October 4-8, 2009) which was attended by 16,000 (sixteen thou-

sand) police chiefs and other executives from all over the USA as 

well as different parts of the world. 

Faculty Accomplishments & Announcements  
By Dr. Dilip Das  

 

http://www.coppin.edu/professional_studies
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Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement  
Departmental News  

FBI   Agent John Sheridan Speaks to SPS Students  
By Dr. Elizabeth Gray  

Left to right:  Dr. Elizabeth Gray, Dr. Beverly J. OôBryant, FBI Agent John 

Sheridan, Dr. Concetta Culliver, Dr. James Avery 

 
 
 

 
 

April 7 and April 8, 2010  
9:00 am - 6:00 pméHHSB 102 and 103 

  
SPECIAL TWO-DAY CRIME SUMMIT FOCUSING ON CRITICAL ISSUES, CONCERNS, AND MATTERS OF CRIME, CRIME CON-
TROL, PREVENTION, AND INTERVENTION PLAGUING THE BALTIMORE COMMUNITY 

  

Hosted  by  

Coordinator:   Dr. Concetta Culliver  
SPS Department of Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement  

   

Partial listing of presenters includes the following:  
 

Chancellor William E. Kirwan *  Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake * President Reginald S Avery * Dr. Marcella A. Copes * 

Rev. Willie Ray, Pastor * Carmi Washington * Brother Ellsworth Johnson-Bey *  Virginia Geckler * Commissioner of Bal-

timore City police Frederick H. Bealefeld * House of Representatives Delegate Jill Carter * Anthony Guglielmi * Elsie 
Stokes-McElveen * Attorney Stephen Mitchell * Douglas Gansler, Maryland Attorney General * Gary Maynard *  Lt. 

Colonel Rick Hite * Dr. Michael Berlin * Dr. Evans Eze * Reverend Kevin Carr *   Maryland Commissioner of Corrections 
Mike Stouffer * Dr. Donald W. DeVore, Secretary  * Dr. Andres Alonso * Marshall Conway *  Dr. Argin Hutchins * 

Brother Ellsworth Johnson-Bey, Attorney David Rocah * Ronald Evans * Dr. John Hudgins, * Dr. Mary Owens-Southhall 

* Dr. Concetta C. Culliver, Professor/Coordinator, Criminal Justice Day Symposium 

CSU Criminal Justice Days  

We opened with a brief history of the 

FBI and a brief description of the 

background of John Sheridan.  The 

question was provided to those in 

attendance, ñWhat is the mission of 

the FBIé.What does the FBI 

do?ò  From there we covered the FBI 

before 9/11 and what it has done and 

continues to do the years following 

9/11.  We also covered the difference 

between the ñtwo sidesò of the FBI 

(the law enforcement and the counter 

intelligence side).  Other topics in-

cluded the relationship between the 

FBI and the United Stateôs Attorneyôs 

office and how this compares to the 

local and state levels.  The appli-

cation process to become a spe-

cial agent of the FBI was also 

discussed.  We finally touched 

upon just some of the other posi-

tions within the FBI that are 

NOT special agent positions but 

hold tremendous importance. 

 John Sheridan has been an FBI 

agent for thirteen years and has 

worked violent crime, public 

corruption, counter-intelligence, 

international terrorism and has 

been the Baltimore Division of 

the FBI recruiter since 2006. 
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SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (SPS)   

Social Science, Political Science & Sociology  
Departmental News  

American Humanics Students Attend Non-Profit Leadership Institute  

in Phoenix, Arizona During Winter Break:  

My Perspective as an American Humanics Student  
By Janice Hughes 

Most people start the New Year by 

declaring a personal resolution in 

hopes of fostering new beginnings.   

Many feel that this type of action 

will assist in the cultivation of 

some sort of personal transforma-

tion.  In beginning of January 2010 

along with 14 other CSU American 

Humanics student I had the oppor-

tunity to travel to Phoenix, Ari-

zona. The purpose of this trip was 

for us to attend a 3-day conference 

-the American Humanics Manage-

ment Institute (AHMI).   AHMI 

provides students a capstone ex-

perience in nonprofit management 

and leadership education.  

Before embarking upon our jour-

ney to Arizona, CSU American 

Humanics students had to unite as 

at team to come up with various 

fundraising ideas. Collectively, we 

were able to raise the money we 

needed to attend this conference. 

As a group we went through great 

efforts.  I am proud to say that al-

though this process was a bit chal-

lenging, we were able to stick to-

gether.  Along with Sharron 

Spriggs, I have the honor of serving 

as the AHSA senator. As a student 

senator, I gained a wealth of 

knowledge and transferrable 

skills.   I believe this transforming 

experience will help me in my 

future career as a nonprofit pro-

fessional. 

 The most valuable lesson I 

learned is that asking for money is 

not an easy task. Both Sharron 

and I learned the importance of 

advocating for a cause that you 

believe in. As I continue my 

academic journey, I will always 

keep in mind that when times 

seem bleak you have to press 

on no matter what.    

 The CSU American Hu-

manics Student Association 

was able to achieve their over-

arching fundraising goal. We 

are especially grateful for the 

support that we received from the CSU 

Student Senate.   

My trip to Phoenix, Arizona was a life 

changing experience for me.  I enjoyed 

attending the various workshops. One of 

the most memorable experiences of the 

trip was participating in the case study. 

We had the opportunity of exploring the 

City of Phoenix. During this process we 

were assigned to visit a pre selected 

nonprofit.  I was assigned to the visit 

The Herberger Performing Arts Theater.   

During my visit I met with key leaders 

and board member s of the organization.  

The case study was a lot of fun. I was 

able to take the skills that I learned in 

my nonprofit classes and apply them to 

this situation.  This was a  joyous ex-

perience for me. I was able to establish 

lifelong relationships and friendships.  

Tenyo Pearl Receives Honorable Mention from UMS Board of Regents  

 Ms. Tenyo Pearl, Director of the American 

Humanics Program in Nonprofit Leadership, 

received  honorable mention at The Council of 

University Systems Board of Regents  2009 Non-

exempt Staff Awards for Exceptional Contribu-

tions to the Institution. Ms. Pearl has served as 

campus director of the American Humanics pro-

gram at Coppin State University. since 2004. 

Check www.coppin.edu/professional_studies/ to 

view video of students. 

  She was nominated for the award by Pro-

gram Development  Officer Ron Howell and her 

support letters included recommendations from 

Dr. John Hudgins, Chair, Department of Social 

Science, Political Science and Sociology; Diane 

Bell McCoy, CEO of Associated Black Charities, 

and Dr. Beverly J. O'Bryant, Dean, School of 

Professionals Studies.     

 Among the comments made about Ms. Pearl 

was the following:  " Ms. Pearl embodies the 

type of 'can do' attitude  that one wishes all 

who work  with students could reflect.  Her 

unconditional positive regard for her stu-

dents is reflected in every activity, reaction, 

suggestion, teaching effort, assignment, and 

follow-through.  Her genuine enthusiasm 

for what she does can be seen not only in 

the content of her presentations, but in the 

products of her implementation.  Her stu-

dents are as strong-willed and enthusiastic 

as Ms. Pearl...which is clearly a testimony 

to her influence. "Congratulations Tenyo!!!  

 The School of Professional Studies 

is indeed proud of you and thank you for 

your commitment to students.             

 

 

By Dr. Beverly J. OôBryant 

(Bottom row left to right: Leslie Felton, AHSA Co-Vice President, Michelle 
Carter, AHSA President, Ms. Tenyo Pearl, AH Advisor, Dr. OBryant, 

Dean of Professional Studies,  Lauren Stokeling, Miss American Human-

ics, and Ericka DeVaughn, AHSA Historian; Top row: Nakia Harris, De-
nise Mackey, Sharron Spriggs, AHSA Senator, Shvilla Rasheem, Janice 

Hughes AHSA Senator, Melva Dunaway-Johnson, Teara Booker, AH 

Alumni and Adrienne Morton  Final Row: Michelle Pollard) 

Left to Right  Ms. Tenyo Pearl and her Grandmother   

Ms. Ethel Fitchett 

Click: 

http://www.coppin.edu/Professional_

Studies/  to view tegrity recording of 

students perspectives of the event. 

Janice Hughes 



VOLUME 3 ISSUE 1 
Page 7 

 Social Science, Political Science & Sociology  
Departmental  News  

The Spirit of the Eaglesé.Clean up day!! 

RETHINKING AFGHANISTANò PROGRAM  

     Dr. J. Hudgins  

    Department 

In an effort to engage our students and elevate their social 

awareness, the Department of Social Science, Political Science, 

and Sociology sponsored a Neighborhood Clean-Up Day. On 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 more than 60 students, several fac-

ulty members and Beverly Oô Bryant, Dean of SPS, partici-

pated in this exciting and rewarding effort. 

The Clean-Up lasted the entire day. Seizing the moment to 

inspire, the ñEagles of Coppinò showed their generous spirit 

that brought many unforgettable moments reminding us all of 

the values we teach and hold as a ñFamilyò and share with our 

neighbors. 

The Department expresses its sincere appreciation to all 

the members of the Coppin family who participated in this 

event.  Indeed, the Department thanks all our students who 

showed their tender hearts and caring we all know they pos-

sess. Positive comments from neighborhood residents con-

firmed it as well. Also, the Department acknowledges the as-

sistance it received from Staff, Building and Grounds, Facili-

ties, Community Development Corporation, Office of Institu-

tional Advancement, Institutional research, Neighborhood 

Councils, and Mayorôs Office.     

By Dr. Elias Taylor 

 

On Thursday, November 12, 2009, Dr. 

Vivian Newman, Assistant Professor of 

Political Science in the School of Pro-

fessional Studies, welcomed the Civilian 

Soldier Alliance to Coppin State Univer-

sity for the screening of ñRethink Af-

ghanistan,ò a documentary  by award-

winning filmmaker Robert Greenwald.  

Faculty, students, staff and members of 

the community attended the screening, 

which provided expert testimony on the 

Afghan war by active military, veterans, 

professors, journalists and Afghans.  

Guest speaker Sergio Espana spoke 

about the seven-year war before sharing 

a lively question and answer period with 

the audience. 

Dr. Newman and Guests 


