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Dr. Hussein D. Jirdeh is the Director of University Relations of the Universities Space 
Research Association (USRA). In this capacity, he is tasked with developing and executing 
ways that USRA can expand and enhance the participation of the Association's member 

universities in aerospace research. He is the primary point of contact with USRA member institution 
representatives. Dr. Jirdeh received his doctorate in Mechanical Engineering in 1988 from the State 
University of New York, Buffalo. His primary research interest is in thermal systems and space 
technologies. Prior to joining USRA, Dr. Jirdeh was on the faculty at Vanderbilt University in the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering. increasing minority researchers in biomedical research. She’s 
participated in teaching efforts in the African-American community by teaching an Introduction to 
Epidemiology course at Tougaloo College, A Historically Black College located in Jackson, Mississippi for 
5 summers. Dr. Gary has also been a leader with respect to diversity efforts within her 
department/school by chairing a task force on student diversity, and participating on several School-
wide advisory boards and scholarship committees. 


